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UCalgary researcher wins prestigious award for helping develop non-opioid
painkillers

Ketul Patel receives Mitacs Award for Outstanding Innovation—Postdoctoral for his

work developing a first-of-its-kind, non-addictive medication to treat chronic pain. The

work is being done through an innovative partnership between Patel and a startup

out of HBI, Zymedyne Therapeutics. Read the full story here.

In this week's edition of BrainWorks:

• HBI in the News: Epilepsy & gene mutations, Campus Mental Health Strategy

• Award Recipients: CIHR operating grant

• Upcoming Events: CaPRI Meet the Researchers, Plug and Play Expo

• Awards & Funding Applications:  NRV Studentships, MIND Prize 3.0 is open

• Recent Publications: Receptors in MS

Epilepsy Sparks Podcast: Epilepsy via somatic gene mutations

This episodes features HBI member Dr. Karl Klein, MD, PhD. Learn about somatic

gene mutations, how they can lead to an epilepsy, and how this is being researched

by lead clinician scientist of the University of Calgary. Listen here.

Campus Mental Health Strategy update brings renewed commitment to well-
being and mental health
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On the Brain Podcast - From Research to
Entrepreneurship: Navigating the Business
World after Grad School

Dr. Ty McKinney, Co-founder of 8 Bit Cortex and

Chief Science Officer of PEERX.AI, discusses

cultivating skills like project management,

programming, and science communication during

your degree. Listen on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

UCalgary seeks feedback on draft guiding principles and new name. The updated

strategy has a proposed new name: UCalgary’s Community Well-Being Strategy. The

name and draft guiding principles recognize the connection between mental health

and physical, emotional, social and spiritual well-being. Read more here.

AWARD RECIPIENTS

CIHR Operating Grant: Knowledge Synthesis and Mobilization Grants

Dr. Zahra Goodarzi, MD - LIFE (Lifestyle Interventions to Fend off dEmentia): A

Systematic Review and Network Meta-Analysis of Lifestyle Interventions to Prevent

Dementia

UPCOMING EVENTS

CaPRI: Meet the Researchers
November 30 | 2 - 5 PM |  Register
Location: HRIC Atrium, Foothills Campus

We are excited to invite you to our second annual Calgary Parkinson Research

Initiative (CaPRI) event on November 30 from 2 - 5 p.m. At this highly-anticipated

event, we look forward to hearing from scientists and clinicians from the CaPRI team.

We will be sharing the latest research in prevention, screening and treatment in

Parkinson's Disease. Details and registration here.

Plug and Play Alberta Fall 2023 Health and Sector Agnostic EXPO
November 30 | 9am - 5:30pm

Edmonton, AB | Register

Showcasing top technology innovators from across Health and Sector Agnostic

industry-specific startup accelerator programs. Many of the startups in the Plug and

Play programs are leveraging Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Internet of

Things, and other combinations of technologies to accelerate innovation within their

respective industries. Register here.

APPLICATIONS & FUNDING
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Hopewell M.I.N.D Prize applications open -
Post-Docs can now apply!

The 2024 Hopewell M.I.N.D. Prize will be awarded

to a team consisting of a Post-doctoral Fellow and

full HBI member. External Post-doctoral

Fellows welcome, conditions apply.  Full details

here.

Neurosciences, Rehabilitation & Vision Strategic Clinical Network
Undergraduate Summer Studentship Competition now open

Deadline for Application: January 31, 2024 | Apply here

November 1, 2023 --- CALL for 2023 NRV SCN Summer Studentship Applications

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Blockade of proteinase-activated receptor 2 (PAR 2) attenuates
neuroinflammation in experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis

The study, published in the Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

suggests that blocking a receptor (PAR2), on which we have been working for many

years, may be able to diminish the impact of multiple sclerosis in humans. Read more

here.
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