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UCalgary researchers discover link between prenatal stress and altered brain
development

HBI researchers Dr. Deborah Kurrasch, PhD and Dr. Jessica Rosin, PhD discovered
that neuroimmune cells respond to prenatal stress and adversely affect males more
than females. The article was published in Developmental Cell.

Read the full story here.

Spit samples uncover genetic risk factors for
paediatric obsessive-compulsive disorder

HBI researchers provide earlier diagnosis and
improved treatment for children and youth with
OCD. Full story here.

UCeed-funded company to develop
revolutionary asthma treatment

AazeinTx, co-founded by HBI researchers, shows
new treatment is likely to be fast-acting, targeting
the nervous system rather than the airways. Full
story here.

Even short delays in the ER may reduce the
lifespan of stroke survivors

HBI researchers show every ten minute delay can
result in up to 8 weeks loss of healthy life for
severe stroke patients Full story here.
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HBI Spring
Match

Initiative

Stroke
Multiple Sclerosis
Parkinson’s

May 10 - June 10

Double Your Impact

Spinal Cord Injury
Epilepsy

Join the HBI for the Spring Match Initiative. From May 10 - June 10, 2021, all donations
made to five key priorities will be matched up to $100,000. The priority areas include:

Stroke. Matched by Rebecca Hotchkiss

Multiple Sclerosis. Matched by Jayman BUILT
Parkinson's Disease. Matched by the Langille Family
Spinal Cord Injury. Matched by the Estate of Edith Rodie

Epilepsy. Matched by the Ronald and Irene Ward Family Foundation

Donate today to double your impact!

SUMMER STUDENT PROGRAM

This summer, the ACHRI, HBI/HBITO, Libin, Owerko, and Snyder Institutes are
pleased to offer a compelling Summer Student Program for our summer students.
The program consists of a series of eight workshops, journal clubs, and other
opportunities and resources, and culminates in a Summer Student Symposium. Visit
the Summer Student Program webpage for details. Regardless of their source of
funding, all students are welcome to participate in any or all aspects of the program,
which will be offered in an online format during the May - August 2021 period.

Summer students should register for the summer student program here: Summer
Student Registration
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13th Annual * Virtual * Brain Bee

Like a traditional "spelling bee", students (grade 9-
12) are asked questions pertaining to the brain and
nervous system. Prizes available for the top-

performing student(s). Register here.

HBI Pilot Research Fund

In partnership with the Department of Clinical Neurosciences, Mathison Centre,
and Tourmaline Chair

Dr. Alexander McGirr, MD, PhD - A Retrosplenial Cortex - medial Zona Incerta circuit in
anxiety behavior

Dr. Carlos Camara-Lemarroy, MD - The gut-brain axis in MS: targeting the intestinal
barrier

Dr. Gerald Pfeffer, DM, PhD - Characterizing the high prevalence and founder effects
for spinobulbar muscular atrophy in Indigenous peoples residing in Alberta

Dr. Colin Josephson, MD - Leveraging multisource precision medicine and advanced
analytics to reduce the burden of pharmacoresistant epilepsy

Peak Scholars in Covid-19 Innovation Excellence

Dr. Gina Dimitropoulous, PhD - Coronavirus Anxiety and Stress Therapy Online For
Families, Youth, Young adults and Caregiver

2021 HBI Early/Mid-Career (E/MC) Research Support Fund

Dr. Roberto Souza, PhD - Reducing Brain Magnetic Resonance Examination Times
with Deep Learning: Integration of Multi-visit Information

Dr. Gerald Pfeffer, DM, PhD - Transdifferentiation of fibroblasts to myoblasts as an in
vitro model to assess genetic aetiologies and molecular mechanisms of genetic

muscle disease
2020 Robertson Fund for Cerebral Palsy Research award recipient

Dr. Elizabeth Condliffe, DM, PhD - Is a Robotic Gait Trainer Useful for Kids with
Difficulty Walking?

Welcome to New HBI Members

Dr. Tak Ho Chu, PhD - Adjunct Research Assistant Professor, Clinical Neurosciences

Dr. Emily Wang, PhD - Adjunct Lecturer, Psychiatry
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Promoting Healthy Brain Aging and
Preventing Dementia

May 18 - 19, 2021 | Register Here

Experts from Alberta, Canada, and around the
world come together to share knowledge and
contribute to the ongoing discussions on the
research and translational tools required to improve
the prevention, detection, intervention, and
management of dementia.

HBI Research Day - Registration Open!
Thursday, May 27, 2021 | Register Here

Please mark your calendars and join us on May
27th for trainee data blitz and poster sessions, as
well as research presentations from Dr. Wilten
Nicola, PhD, and Dr. Emma Towlson, PhD.

Hotchkiss Brain Institute ) ) )
The Keynote speaker this year is Dr. Leigh

Resea rch Hochberg, MD, PhD, from Massachusetts General

: Hospital. Dr. Hochberg’s research is focused on the
development and testing of novel
neurotechnologies to help people with paralysis
and other neurologic disorders, and on
understanding cortical neuronal ensemble
activities.

FUN 2021 - Focused Ultrasonic
Neuromodulation Conference

Sept 7 -10, 2021 | Register Here

Both registration to attend, and abstract
applications are open. The deadline for submission
of abstracts is June 1, 2021. The submission
deadline for posters is August 1, 2021.

Save the Date - HBI Town Hall

Date: Tuesday, June 15

Time: 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars for the next HBI Town Hall! Hear how HBI is achieving impact
and exciting upcoming initiatives for our members and trainees. Full and associate
members, trainees, and staff at the HBI are all welcome and encouraged to attend.
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Zoom webinar link to be provided closer to the town hall date.

REALISE Training Modules

REALISE Module | Building Professional Relationships
May 12 & 13: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. | Register

Interview Preparation
May 14: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. | Register

An Introduction to MATLAB for Optogenetics and Behavioural Neuroscience
May 18 & 20: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. | Register

Conflict Resolution
May 28: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. | Register

Spinal Cord/Nerve Injury and Pain Pilot Grant Competition

Deadline: May 17, 2021, 5:00 p.m. (MST)
Apply here

The purpose of the Pilot Grant program is to provide limited short-term support of
research related to SCNIP (Spinal Cord, Nerve Injury and Pain) in areas where
preliminary data are scant or nonexistent with the intention of gathering data that will
be put forward for an external grant.

CaPRI/ Movement Disorders Collaborative Research Support Fund

Deadline: May 31, 2021
Details
Applications can be submitted electronically to hbi.research@ucalgary.ca

Research support fund is to support outstanding ideas that will promote novel
collaborations within the Movement Disorders BMH team and seed impactful
initiatives in the field of Parkinson’s disease and related disorders.

2021 Denyse Lajoie-Lake Clinical Fellowship competition

Deadline: June 30, 2021
Apply Here (opens June 1, 2021)

This fellowship will provide financial assistance for neurological research facilitated
by the Department of Clinical Neurosciences.
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