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Happy holidays from the HBI

On behalf of the Hotchkiss Brain Institute, we wish everyone a happy holiday season.
We look forward to continued research excellence in brain and mental health in
2024,

In this week's edition of BrainWorks:

¢ HBI in the News: Child online safety, Immunology research

e Award Recipients: Various recipients across multiple awards

e Awards & Funding Applications: MIND Prize 3.0, PhD & Postdoc of the Year
¢ Recent Publications: Gestational weight gain and child neuropsychology

CBC's The Current: Online safety and risk of sexual extortion

In the wake of the death of a 12-year old BC child, Dr. Sheri Madigan discusses when
and how to talk to kids about the risks of online platforms. Warning: This content
discusses sensitive topics including suicide, child abuse and sexual exploitation.
Watch the full discussion here.

UCalgary researchers translate hypothesis into personalized treatment for
cancer

HBI member, Dr. Jennifer Chan, MD, a part of the team progressing research into
immunotherapy for cancer treatment. Read the full story here.
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How to build a neurodiversity-inclusive campus

Researchers aim to improve academic success of autistic students by examining
mental health experiences. Read the full story here.

On the Brain Podcast - Decoding mysteries of

\I | |—| E cognition with the power of Big Data

Y (M) | I\J PhD student Kelsey Harkness discusses cutting-

edge data analysis that is revolutionizing our
understanding of cognition, behavior, and the
mysteries of consciousness. Listen on Spotify and
Apple Podcasts.

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Dr. Valerie Taylor - NeuroSpark Innovation Grants Program

Dr. Andrew Demchuk - Smith Distinguished Achievement Award

Dr. Sam Wiebe - Guenter Distinguished Achievement Award

Dr. Aaron Phillips - Watanabe Distinguished Achievement Award

Dr. Shalina Ousman - van de Sande Distinguished Achievement Award

Dr. Shelagh Coutts - Social Accountability Distinguished Achievement Award

LEADERSHIP UPDATES

Dr. Willem Wildering is stepping down from his position as the Director of the BSc
Neuroscience program. We would like to thank him for all of his work for this
wonderful undergraduate program, and for serving as a valuable member of the HBI
Education committee.

Dr. Corey Flynn will take over the Director role in January (2024). We are excited to
see the new features Corey will bring to the program, and to continue to work
collaboratively to provide a strong research training experience to the BSc
Neuroscience participants.

APPLICATIONS & FUNDING

Hopewell M.I.N.D Prize applications open -

Post-Docs can now apply!

INNOVATORS WELCOME
Propel your research ideas at the HB! The 2024 Hopewell M.I.N.D. Prize will be awarded

Apply to the $1-Million to a team consisting of a Post-doctoral Fellow and
Hopewell M.L1.N.D. Prize full HBI member. External Post-doctoral

Fellows welcome, conditions apply. Full details
here.
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Neurosciences, Rehabilitation & Vision Strategic Clinical Network
Undergraduate Summer Studentship Competition now open

Deadline for Application: January 31, 2024 | Apply here

November 1, 2023 --- CALL for 2023 NRV SCN Summer Studentship Applications
The Canadian Neuroanalytics Scholars (CNS) Program

The Canadian Neuroanalytics Scholars (CNS) Program is now accepting Notices of
Intent for the 2024 recruitment cycle. Up to 10 scholars will be awarded $70,0000
per year for up to two years, plus access to training and mentorship from CNS

Program partners.

NOI Deadline: January 31, 2024 | Details and Application

HBI Postdoctoral & PhD Researcher of the Year Award

To nominate an individual, submit the nominee’s full name and a list of all authored
publications under consideration from the current competition's calendar year (ex.
2022 competition deadline is January 31, 2023. Papers published January -
December 2022 are eligible). Submit nominations to hbi.education@ucalgary.ca

Deadline for Nomination: January 31, 2024. Full details here.

HBI Trainee Publication Award

The HBI Trainee Publication Awards recognize and reward trainees (graduate and
postdoctoral) for quality neuroscience research. All trainee first-authored papers
published in brain and mental health peer-reviewed journals are eligible. Submit
nominations to hbi.education@ucalgary.ca

Deadline for Nomination: January 31, 2024. Full details here.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Maternal Pre-Pregnancy BMI and Gestational Weight Gain Are Associated
with Preschool Children’s Neuropsychological Outcomes in the APrON
Cohort

This study, published in the journal Children, found that maternal pre-pregnancy BMI
and gestational weight gain are related to preschool children’s intelligence,
language, memory, motor and executive functions.These findings suggest that
optimizing maternal health and weight prior to conception and during pregnancy may
enhance children’s neurodevelopmental outcomes. Read the full study here.



https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/scns/Page13897.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/scns/Page13897.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/scns/Page13897.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/scns/Page13897.aspx
https://www.albertaneuro.ca/?page_id=3621&preview=true
https://www.albertaneuro.ca/?page_id=3621&preview=true
https://www.albertaneuro.ca/?page_id=3621&preview=true
https://www.albertaneuro.ca/?page_id=3621&preview=true
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/189
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/189
mailto:hbi.education@ucalgary.ca
mailto:hbi.education@ucalgary.ca
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/189
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/189
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/187
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/187
mailto:hbi.education@ucalgary.ca
mailto:hbi.education@ucalgary.ca
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/187
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/node/187
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9067/10/12/1849

hbi.ucalgary.ca

You received this message because you signed up to receive
updates from the Hotchkiss Brain Institute

If you don't wish to see these emails, click here to unsubscribe

University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB T2N 1N4
CANADA

© University of Calgary 2026
Privacy Policy


https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/
https://hbi.ucalgary.ca/
https://go.ucalgary.ca/HBI-Unsubscribe.html
https://go.ucalgary.ca/HBI-Unsubscribe.html
https://www.facebook.com/hotchkissbraininst
https://www.facebook.com/hotchkissbraininst
https://twitter.com/HotchkissBrain?s=20
https://twitter.com/HotchkissBrain?s=20
https://www.linkedin.com/school/hotchkiss-brain-institute/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/hotchkiss-brain-institute/
https://www.instagram.com/hotchkiss.brain/
https://www.instagram.com/hotchkiss.brain/
https://ucalgary.ca/legal-services/university-policies-procedures/privacy-policy
https://ucalgary.ca/legal-services/university-policies-procedures/privacy-policy

