
Message not displaying properly? Try the web version.

Mapping the brain’s visual world on psychedelics, texture and time

New OpenScope projects aim to pioneer the future of neuroscience. Read more

here.

In this week's edition of BrainWorks:

• HBI in the News: Poop pills, Debunking dopamine; Harm reduction

• Awards: CIHR, Margolese National Brain Disorders Prize

• Applications: SPARK Alberta

• Recent Publications: Autism, BPA, postpartum depression

Global News: Could poop pills improve your mental health? Alberta studies
aim to find out

Two studies out of the HBI are currently recruiting participants aiming to find out

whether fecal microbiota transplantation (FMT) can reduce symptoms of major

depression disorder (MDD) and obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD). Read the full

story here.
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The Scientist: Debunking the dopamine detox trend

The fad of temporarily fasting from pleasurable activities likely won’t “reset”

dopamine levels and doesn’t accurately reflect this molecule’s nuanced functions. Dr.

Stephanie Borglund is featured. Read more here.

Canadian Nurse launches series on harm reduction led by UCalgary Nursing
assistant professor

Dr. Jennifer Jackson edits written series for RNs on harm reduction and addictions

nursing. Jackson co-ordinated and edited all the articles with the Canadian Nurse

staff with the first published June 6. Read more here.

Azrieli Accelerator celebrates its latest Catalyst Grant recipients

Six UCalgary research projects awarded funding to advance important questions in

neurodevelopment research. HBI members, Drs. Kirkham, Giesbrecht, Seitz, and

Murias were all recipients. Read the full story here.

15 faculty members named UCalgary Research Excellence Chairs

Prestigious program champions research prowess and leadership across disciplines.

HBI members Drs. Shalina Ousman and Pere Santamaria are two of those

recognized. Read more here.

AWARD RECIPIENTS

$7.226 M received in spring CIHR competition

In the spring CIHR competition, HBI members received 9 awards totalling $7.226

million. Successful applicants include:

Dr. Ning Cheng

Dr. Darren Derksen

Dr. Jeff Dunn

Drs. Aravind Ganesh, Philip Barber, Mayank Goyal, Michael Hill, Richard Swartz

Dr. Grant Gordon

Dr. Alex Lohman

Dr. Jillian Miller

Drs. Tolulope Sajobi, Michael Hill, Bijoy Menon, Maria Jose Parrilla Lopez

Dr. Guang Yang

14th annual Margolese National Brain Disorders Prize
Congratulations to Dr. Michael Hill, awarded for his groundbreaking studies that have

significantly advanced our understanding of stroke mechanisms — improving patient

outcomes and shaping clinical practice and stroke research globally. Read more here.
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APPLICATIONS & FUNDING

Applications open for Spark Alberta
Deadline to Apply: September 11, 2024, 11:29 PM

Information & Application

Info session on Sept 4th via Zoom. Register for the info session here.

SPARK Alberta helps advance digital health technologies at Alberta’s post-secondary

institutions towards commercialization and impact, with the primary aim of benefitting

patients and society. The program operates a hybrid program format which enables

work with faculty, researchers, and students from any of Alberta’s post-secondary

institutions. Participants receive advice, education, and connections to resources

within the provincial innovation ecosystem and the SPARK Global network. The

program is based at the W21C Research and Innovation Centre and funded by

Alberta Innovates. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Male autism spectrum disorder is linked to brain aromatase disruption by
prenatal BPA in multimodal investigations and 10HDA ameliorates the related
mouse phenotype

The study, published in Nature Communications, showed that male mice exposed to

mid-gestation BPA or with aromatase knockout have ASD-like behaviors with

structural and functional brain changes. Read the full study here.

Sex-Specific associations between prenatal exposure to bisphenols and
phthalates and infant epigenetic age acceleration

The study, published in Epigenomes found that prenatal EDC exposures are

associated with sex-specific deviations in biological aging, which may have lasting

implications for child health and development. Read the full study here.

Prevalence and predictors of postpartum depression and generalized anxiety
symptoms among women who delivered at a tertiary hospital in Mwanza
Tanzania: a cross-sectional study

The study, published in Discover Mental Health, showed there was a high prevalence

of postpartum depression and anxiety symptoms among the study participants in the

first week post-delivery, with delivery complications and outcome and psychosocial

supports identified as associated factors for depression and anxiety symptoms.

These findings highlight the need for early screening to identify those at risk for

appropriate intervention. Read the full study here.
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