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This Giving Day, Hotchkiss Brain Institute celebrates 20 years of impact and
innovation

In 2004, HBI was founded by a transformational gift from the Hotchkiss family. Now,

20 years later, the institute has led global stroke innovation, groundbreaking

discoveries in multiple sclerosis, profound impact in concussion and mental health,

and so much more. None of this would be possible without our dedicated and

supportive community.

This April, all eligible gifts made April 4-18 will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to

$2,500 per gift, while matching funds last. To donate to Brain and Mental Health

Greatest needs, search from the drop down menu on the Giving Day page. Full

details here.

In this week's edition of BrainWorks:

• HBI in the News: HBI 20th; Psilocybin & addiction; Wearable tech

• Upcoming Events: Hustle with Hunt; Picnic for Parkinson's

• Awards: UCMG; Alzheimer's; MS awards

• Applications: Brain Canada Trainee Awards

• Recent Publications: Cervical myelopathy & Weaver syndrome

HBI researchers investigate the science of psilocybin-assisted treatment for
alcohol use disorder

Clinical trial to explore potential of psychedelics combined with therapy to help
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Hustle with Hunt for Mental Health Initiative
for Stress and Trauma
April 13: Multiple Spin Class Times | King Eddy

Gear up to pedal for a purpose! Join us for the

thrilling second edition of the Hustle with Hunt

Spin-a-thon, rallying behind the Mental Health

Initiative for Stress and Trauma (MIST). Secure your

spot now and be a driving force in revolutionizing

neuroscience research.

someone reduce or stop drinking. Read the full story here.

Rewiring the Brain: A stroke survivor’s journey to recovery

After experiencing a life-altering stroke in November 2022, Don Snider was faced

with uncertainty and daunting obstacles on his road to recovery. However, through

his resilience and the support of the Calgary Stroke Program, he began to regain

strength, mobility and hope. Read the full story here.

Now Innovating Podcast Episode 4 featuring Dr. Ryan Peters

Faculty of Kinesiology’s Dr. Ryan Peters is exploring wearable technology to support

balance impairments in older adults, athletes, and astronauts. Watch or listen here.

New Canadian Clinical Practice Guidelines to Address Behavioural and
Psychological Symptoms of Dementia

Canadian health care providers now have access to clinical tools and resources they

need to better support older adults experiencing behavioral and psychological

symptoms of dementia (BPSD), their families and care partners. Read more details

here.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Picnic for Parkinson's

June 1: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm | St. Patrick's Island

Calgary Parkinson’s Research Initiative (CaPRI) will be hosting Picnic for Parkinson’s,

an event designed to bring people together and raise awareness for Parkinson’s

Disease and related movement disorders. This is a family-friendly gathering, featuring

face-painting, outdoor games, Big T’s food truck, and physio tips from local physio

clinics. Free registration can be found here.
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Neurorehabilitation Discovery Day
June 13: 12:00 - 4:30 pm

The Neurosciences Rehabilitation and Vision Strategic Clinical NetworkTM and

Innovation and Business Intelligence are planning a virtual day of learning and

discovery in the area of Neurorehabilitation. Registration will open on May 13, 2024.

Email innovation@ahs.ca to add your name to the registration list or nrv.scn@ahs.ca

for more information.

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Calgary Medical Group (UCMG) Bridge Funding

Dr. Phillip Barber

Dr. Rajiv Midha

Advancing Research on Care and Outcome Measurement (ARCOM) Program

Dr. Dallas Seitz

2024-2025 MS Canada Annual Research Competition

Doctoral Studentship

Ateyeh Soroush – Lab of Dr. Jeff Dunn

Dorsa Moezzi – Lab of Dr. Wee Yong

Emily Wuerch – Lab of Dr. Wee Yong

Maryam Mobarakabadi – Lab of Dr. Wee Yong

Ruiqi Wang – Lab of Dr. Shalina Ousman

Thomas Carr - Lab of Dr. Alex Lohman

Yohan Zonta – Lab of Dr. Shalina Ousman

Postdoctoral Fellowship

Atefeh Rayatpour – Lab of Dr. Wee Yong

Julius Baya Mdzomba – Lab of Dr. Peter Stys

Rianne Gorter – Lab of Dr. Wee Yong

Discovery Grant

Dr. Wee Yong
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Catalyst Grant

Dr. Carlos Camara-Lemarroy

APPLICATIONS

The Brain Canada Rising Stars Trainee Awards
Deadline: May 16, 2024

Full List of Awards

Funding is available for trainees working in Parkinson's Disease research, brain

cancer research, ALS, cannabis and more. Check out the full listing of awards here.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Delayed diagnosis of cervical myelopathy in an adult with Weaver syndrome

The study, published in PM&R, observed that although cervical myelopathy is a

common cause of loss of ambulatory ability, this patient's myelopathy was

undetected during a 3-month acute care hospitalization for loss of independent

ambulation ability. Ascertainment bias, where a physician's thinking is shaped by

societal stereotypes, may have led to assumptions about the quality of life of an

individual with a genetic condition and mild intellectual impairment who was now

using a wheelchair. This may have prevented the health care team from considering

the same standard investigations they might have considered for an individual

without impairments. Read the full study here.
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