
Thank you for considering a brain 
autopsy.

If you have additional questions or 
concerns, please contact the Move-
ment Disorders Clinic 8 AM - 4 PM 
weekdays at:

Health Sciences, Area 3
3350 Hospital Drive NW 
Calgary, AB T2N 4N1
403-944-4364

To request an autopsy for the Cal-
gary Brain Bank, call Vital Statis-
tics/Admitting at Foothills Medical 
Centre:

403-944-1689

Additional information, including 
how to request an autopsy and the 
AHS consent form, is available at 
the University of Calgary Brain 
Bank website:

ucalgary.ca/calgarybrainbank
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We learn from the brain through autopsy

  Brain autopsies are important. They help 
confirm a suspected  diagnosis or provide a di-
agnosis when the clinical impression is uncer-
tain. In many of these disorders, autopsies 
also determine the extent of the disease 
throughout the brain. If the family has granted 
permission, tissue not required for diagnosis 
can be used for ongoing research into the 
causes and possible therapies for neurological 
diseases.

In many of these disorders, including demen-
tias, doctors have no single test that can con-
firm the diagnosis during life. 

Having this confirmation of diagnosis can:

• Increase the certainty of family history for 
your future generations.

• Impact a family’s decision about genetic test-
ing.

• Inform research into the causes and possible 
therapies for dementias and other neurologic 
disorders.


